AN UPDATE FOR SENIORS

FROM CONGRESSMAN JOE SESTAK
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%~ "W DEAR FRIEND,

Thanks to advances in medical technologies, healthier living habits and a higher quality of life, America’s seniors are living longer
— y than ever. During my first term in office, | have worked both in Congress and the District not only to enhance the health security of
e our seniors, but also to ensure their economic and community security. My District Office caseworkers have closed more than 1,000
. /" cases related to seniors, ranging from concerns about healthcare access to identity theft and housing problems.

The following are some of the issues | have addressed on behalf of my senior constituents:

HEALTH SECURITY:

Introduced the Elder Abuse Victims Act to protect America’s seniors from physical, mental
and financial abuse by addressing and correcting the failures in state elder abuse policies,
creating specialized prosecution and research departments; establishing a Center for the
Prosecution of Elder Abuse, Neglect, and Exploitation; training prosecutors and law enforcement
to handle these unique cases; and funding Elder Abuse Victims’ Advocacy Grants. | testified
before the House Judiciary Committee in the first House hearing on elder abuse issues in

17 years, highlighting the fact that between one and two million Americans age 65 or older are
victims of elder abuse.

Sponsored the Medicare Prescription Drug Negotiation Act that requires the Secretary
of Health and Human Services to negotiate for lower drug prices for seniors, something they
were forbidden to do previously.

Fought for seniors to have better health care in the “CHAMP” Act by eliminating
co-payments and deductibles for preventive services and initial preventive physical exams as
well as free screening tests for glaucoma, prostate cancer, mammograms and others.

ECONOMIC SECURITY:

Co-sponsored the Alzheimer’s Treatment and Caregiver Support Act to provide grants
to improve treatment services for Alzheimer’s patients and expand training and support services
for families and caregivers of the 4.5 million Americans who suffer from this disease.

Co-sponsored the Home Health Care Access Protection Act which stops the
implementation of the 11.75 percent payment cuts for Medicare home health services,
because home health care workers provide complex care for approximately 7.6 million
Americans with acute illnesses.

Co-sponsored the Protecting the Medicaid Safety Net Act that includes measures for
increasing Medicaid payments to hospitals and nursing homes that service Medicaid patients.

Co-sponsored the Hearing Aid Assistance Tax Credit Act which provides tax credits of
up to $500 for the purchase of hearing aids for qualifying individuals.

Co-sponsored the Geriatric Assessment and Chronic Gare Coordination Act that
provides for Medicare Part B coverage of geriatric assessments and chronic care coordination
Services.

M Introduced The Small Business Entrepreneurial Development Programs Act of 2007, enhancing critical programs like the Service Corps for Retired Executives (SCORE) which provides
entrepreneurs with free counseling assistance from 10,500 volunteer counselors who are retired business people with more than 600 areas of expertise.

Il Supported legislation that temporarily waives the cap on federally insured reverse mortgages, unigue loans that enable senior homeowners to stay in their homes and remain
financially independent by converting part of their home’s equity without having to sell the home, give up the title or take on a new mortgage.

Il Co-sponsored the Social Security Fairness Act which repeals two provisions of the Social Security Act that unfairly reduce the retirement benefits earned by public employees.

COMMUNITY SECURITY:

Drafted and passed the Silver Scholarship Program in the House as an amendment to The Generations Invigorating Volunteerism and Education (GIVE) Act. The Silver
Scholarship program will provide a $1,000 continuing education award to individuals over the age of 55 who commit to volunteering for 600+ hours a year.






